
Happy St Patrick’s Day (for tomorrow)!

St Patrick’s Day is celebrated across the world,
possibly because it involves lots of alcohol. In
America they don’t do things by halves and
have extended it to a week. I s�ll have a ‘St
Patrick’s Week’ glass which I won for drinking
several glasses of green beer, when I lived over
there 37 years ago!

This year, St Patrick’s Day has gone virtual. Click
HERE to read the history and join the party.

Now that so many of us are using Zoom, the
Na�onal Trust has kindly made a number of Zoom
background images available for download, free
of charge.

Click HERE to visit the site

If, like me, you
would love to be
able to iden�fy more
birds by their songs,
this page on the
RSPB website may
help.

Click HERE to listen
and learn.

Colin Weir has sent me a clip from
Britain’s Got Talent, featuring an
amazing illusion from Bri�sh
illusionist Darcy Oake.

Click HERE to view it.

Further to memories
of the Palace Hotel, we
booked our Wedding
Recep�on there for
March 11th 1967,
eight months ahead

We were concerned nearer to the date, reading that
there were financial problems at the Palace, so we
went to see the General manager ten days before
the Wedding and he assured us that everything was
absolutely fine.

We felt reassured . Four days before , on the 7th, we
had a phone call cancelling the Wedding Breakfast
booking. Thanks to a very good friend we were
accommodated in the Residents Lounge at the Royal
Cli�on, where everything was beau�fully arranged,.

Fortunately the stressful and anxious start to our
Celebra�on was very soon forgo�en and we have
had 54 very happy years together but will never
forget the Palace Hotel.

Josephine W.

It’s the stuff of disaster movies, but the Earth
really has been devastated by meteorite strikes
in the (long distant) past.

Click HERE to read about a few of those
occasions.

https://www.ireland.com/en-gb/things-to-do/themes/culture/st-patricks-day/?ds_c=TI_GB_EN_PRO_EM_All+Island_NA_IOI_SPD_NA_NA_ACP_SPD&ds_ag=SPD%7CGeneral&ds_k=st+patrick&gclid=Cj0KCQjwrsGCBhD1ARIsALILBYpKs_4TUvJUXmeOzshxFuSLAnO-P_aBXQuhKRgWsUnmbGpjUl1bQGwaArUoEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/virtual-backgrounds-for-zoom
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/bird-songs/what-bird-is-that
https://youtu.be/3tIeL74FC2g
https://interestingengineering.com/5-times-the-earth-was-devastated-by-meteorites


The 2021 F1 season is just over a
week away and I’m sure most, if not all, of you
have heard of the sad passing of the legendary
Murray Walker.

If you want to watch some classic Murray
moments, click HERE for the YouTube video (6
minutes). Some of his famous quotes are below:

• "There's nothing wrong with the car except it's
on fire"

• "With half the race gone there is half the race
to go"

• "I imagine the condi�ons in those cars are
totally unimaginable"

• "Either that car is sta�onary or it's on the
move"

• "Do my eyes deceive me or is Senna's car
sounding a bit rough?"

• "And the first five places are filled with five
different cars"

• "And this is the third-placed car about to lap
the second-placed car"

• "The ba�le is well and truly on if it wasn't on
before, and it certainly was"

• "Two laps to go, then the ac�on will begin.
Unless this is the ac�on, which it is"

• "I'm going for first" (Explaining away a Bri�sh
Touring car driver pu�ng up his middle finger)

• Murray: "There's a firey glow coming from the
back of the Ferrari!" - James Hunt: "No
Murray, that's his rear safety light"

• "Let's watch this typical Formula Ford start!"
(instead they promptly all ran into each other)

• "It's a sad ending, albeit a happy one, here at
Montreal for today's Grand Prix"

• "Andrea de Cesaris, the man who has won
more grand prix than anyone else without
actually winning one"

• "Unless I'm very much mistaken... I am very
much mistaken!"

• "And now excuse me while I interrupt myself!"
• "The young Ralf Schumacher has been

upstaged by teenager Jenson Bu�on, who is
20"

• "It would have been Senna's third win in a row
if he'd won the two before"

• "I'm ready to stop my start watch"

What links the West
coast of England to the
Wesy coast of
America? Southport
does of course!

Okay, it’s a bit of a stretch, but many films and
shows have been filmed in Southport. Click HERE
to read about some of them.

As it is St Patrick’s Day tomorrow

I thought I would show you

how I would probably look if I

took up Irish Dancing. Click

HERE to watch the video - I will

leave you to work out which one I

would be!.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iX7T2c0bag0
https://standupforsouthport.com/why-tv-dramas-and-movies-are-shot-in-southport-with-stars-such-as-tom-hardy-cillian-murphy-and-tim-roth/
https://www.duolingo.com/
https://www.chonday.com/44659/irish-toddler-tries-to-copy-dancing-street-performer/


Lockdown Fears Deflected
(Ukelele Group)

How has Lockdown been for you? Missed
your U3A Mee�ngs and gree�ng your
friends? Although some groups have been in
hiberna�on, quite a few have managed to keep going
via the technology of the ubiquitous Zoom.
Remember how Dan Dare in the Eagle comic used to
fire our imagina�on speaking using into some hand
device and at the same �me see the other person on
a screen. ‘That will never happen’, we used to say,
but look at us now, that technology is everywhere.

The U3A Monday a�ernoon Ukulele Group decided
to keep going throughout Lockdown via regular
mee�ngs on Zoom. A sizeable zoom group mee�ng is
not to everyone’s liking and from a large a�endance
at the start it eventually reduced to a hard core group
of about fourteen members.

At first we all played and sang together with our usual
enthusiasm, but the technology is not perfect and
internet �ming issues caused the synchronisa�on to
go a bit weird - imagine a choir singing all with slightly
different song-sheets and you get the picture (or
sound!).

We fixed the problem with
volunteers doing a solo whilst

the rest of us were muted, but
could play along in private, if we
wished. That soon becomes unfair to the few

brave souls prepared to entertain the group, so in
the interests of equality it was decided the load
should be shared evenly. Some members became
gripped with fear, as this new limelight experience of
each one of us playing and singing on their own to an
audience (albeit a small one) on a regular basis was
beckoning.

How we have developed! Our playing has improved,
our skills have increased, even our singing has
improved. It is now not unusual (as Tom Jones would
say), for each of us to perform at least two,
some�mes three, solos each week and the best thing
of all is the friendly support given to each other. It
has forced us to dig deep, searching for songs to
increase our repertoire. The eclec�c mix each week
is amazing - ranging from unheard songs, a hundred
years ago old, to modern pop, all genres are
a�empted. Celebratory song sessions (Burns week,
St David Day, St Patrick's Day, etc.) stretch our
‘talents’ even further.

What a great way to forget Covid fears for a while and
another reason to say thank goodness for U3A. Of
course, the test will come when we all get together
again - there will be no ‘mute’ bu�on then!


